April 2006 New Car Registrations – SMMT Analysis
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Market falls, as expected, in April
· April's fall in new car registrations reflected the general economic slowdown.
· The new car market declined by 9.1 per cent or 16,241 units in April on last year's level.
· Registrations over the year-to-date have fallen by 48,540 units, down 5.5 per cent. 
All sales types down in April and year-to-date 
· The private sector saw a fall in volumes in April, having shown better than expected growth in the key March market. Demand over the first four months of the year fell 4.7 per cent or 19,008 units. Its market share remains slightly up on last year, at 46.1 per cent, compared with 45.7 per cent.

· Business volumes were down just 1.7 per cent – its smallest decline of the year. However, fleet demand fell in April by 7.5 per cent – the weakest performance since January. 
2006 market forecast revised to 2.35m units
· SMMT has revised the 2006 full-year forecast down by 25,000 to 2.35 million units.

· Concern over the economic backdrop and the weak start to the year has heightened expectations of a weaker new car market. Rolling year figures (as shown opposite) fell below 2.4 million units for the first time since September 2001.

· The home market's share of registrations has fallen to just 16.0 per cent over the first four months of 2006, with volumes down 15.3 per cent. This decline is largely due to the absence of MG Rover.
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	9,610
	Focus
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	Focus
	50,791

	9,348
	Astra
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	Astra
	39,670

	6,061
	Fiesta
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	Fiesta
	39,077

	5,188
	Corsa
	[image: image9.wmf]
	4
	[image: image10.wmf]
	Corsa
	27,948

	4,718
	Golf
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	Mégane
	21,948

	4,261
	Zafira
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	Golf
	20,112

	3,782
	Clio
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	Clio
	19,780

	3,739
	Mégane
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	206
	18,759

	3,584
	Civic
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	Mondeo
	17,264

	3,541
	Vectra
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	Zafira
	16,377
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UK average new car CO2 emissions change, by segment, 1997 v 2005 
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Vauxhall overtakes Ford in April
· Vauxhall once again edged ahead of Ford in the month, with a 15.4 per cent share of the April market, compared with Ford's 13.5 per cent. However, Ford remained the UK's best seller over the first four months of 2006.
· The Ford Focus retained the top spot in April, although the Vauxhall Astra closed the gap significantly. Vauxhall's Zafira also made an appearance inside the top 10 for the first time since February 2005.
· The MPV segment showed the best growth in April – buoyed by the Zafira. Superminis' market share improved further, taking 30.9 per cent.
Diesel market share improves, but volumes slip 
· Diesel market share rose to 37.1 per cent in April, up from 36.1 per cent a year ago.

· Diesel volumes fell for the third time this year, but over the first four months of the year were virtually unchanged on the strong 2005 performance.

· Diesels are expected to take 38 per cent of the full year 2006 new car market, with the share rising to 40 per cent in 2007.
Further reduction in new car CO2 performance 
· SMMT's fifth annual report on average new car CO2 performance (available to download free at www.smmt.co.uk) showed a 10.7 per cent, or over 20g/km, improvement since 1997. The average new car CO2 figure now stands at 169.4g/km.
· The chart opposite shows the improvements made by segment. Since 1997 the MPV market has made the best gains in reducing average CO2 emissions, with a 21 per cent improvement. Dual purpose 4x4s made the second best saving, of 17.4 per cent.
· The report contains breakdowns by sales type, fuel type and region, as well as analysis of the issues surrounding environmental performance.
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		Registrations by customer type

		April 2006				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		71,421		82,098		9,697

				% change		-11.6%		-7.5%		-1.7%

				Market share		43.8%		50.3%		5.9%

		YTD 2006				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		383,708		394,001		54,713

				% change		-4.7%		-4.7%		-15.8%

				Market share		46.1%		47.3%		6.6%
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		New diesel car registrations

						All diesels		% chge		Mkt sh

		April		2006		60,492		-6.6%		37.1%

		April		2005		64,793		6.8%		36.1%

		YTD		2006		305,484		0.0%		36.7%

		12MMAT		2006		897,965		5.5%		37.6%

		Year		2004		835,334		18.5%		32.5%

				2005		897,887		7.5%		36.8%

		Forecast		2006		895,000		0.0%		38.0%

				2007		925,000		3.4%		40.0%
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		New registrations						April 2006

								all cars		% chge

		Month						163,216		-9.1%				179457

		Year-to-date						832,422		-5.5%				880962

		Last 3 months						675,059		-3.5%				699488

		12 month rolling total						2,391,177		-4.6%				2505223

		Year		2004				2,567,269		-0.5%

				2005				2,439,717		-5.0%

		Forecast		2006				2,350,000		-3.7%

				2007				2,315,000		-1.5%






